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her voyage, passing Cape Emineh, the extremity of the ancient 
ran^,e of Hmus, which projects into the sea, evidently the bsame 
name with Hmoni; which, as well as Emona, a small town or 
fort, once standing at the extremity of the ranbe, retains the traces 
of the classical appellation of tlle Balkan. 

Stallding on fiom thence towards the gtllpll of Bourgas, she 
passed the town of Missembri, the ancient Me:Xy4,Cp of Arrian 
and Stra1vo, &c., and which Herodotus * says was founded by tlle 
Byzantines, who, at the approach of the invadint2 forces of Darius, 
iled from their native city, and took refuge in the f:usine. Arrian 
says, there was here a harboul, and that its distance from Cape 
Emilleh wvas llinety stadia; which same space, measured upon the 
chart, i3 now abotlt nine geographical miles. From Atesembria 
to Anchialus, he says, are seventy studia more; and at seven 
geographical miles we now find the town of Shiouli, pre3erving, 
llo dellbt, the remllant of its ancient name; and, in b-otil instances, 
we have a result of tell stadia to the geographical Inile, or six 
hundred to a degree. 

At Bourt,as, the frigate again anchored; but as the plague was 
raging there, had no commllnication with the shore, and ollly 
remained during a sillOle night. From thence she passed Siseboll, 
the ancient Apollonia, and another colony of Miletus! where was 
a temple of Apollo, fronl which, as we learll from Plint, in a 
chapter upon ancient and colossal sculpture, Luculllls carried off to 
Rome a statue of the god, rhich he aftervvards erected in the Capi- 
tol, whose height was thirty cubits, and its cost olle 11vlndred alld 
ffty talents, or, as some read the place, five hulldred talents. tRhe 
modern name of Siseboli retains nothing apparently of the ancient 
Apollonia; but we recognize in it, without any difliculty, the 
traces of a nalne it is said by D'Anville to have borne in afte 
times, Sozopolis. The Blonde here entered the harbotll ill fiftee 
fathoms water, where she found tuto Russiall two-deckers, a 
frigate, and otller vessels; but, without letting ,o her anchor, she 
proceeded onher return; and, after passing Cape Naida, she saw 
nothin^, more of the lancl until she again reached the Bosphorus. 

'rhe facts of her voyage are fewX and of themselves uninterest- 
ing; except always that, simple as thev are, they fornl a feature in 
our naval history which we cannot elsewhere find throu^,hout its 
range. In the patlcity, however, of our information, relative to 
the actual state of the shores of the Black Sea, they are worth 
recordillg; alld, takell in ronnexion with the different periods 0 

the Greek and Roman SettiemelltS in this sean they cannot but 
possess a very considerable interest for the geographer, however 
imperfectly I may have succeedexd in illustrating thelll. 

* o7toYtro ostoXttStr?; tJ7Xy atpxrrEa,yn ?aZ s; row E;V^gfWYOy ?ayvroMX zaj zvSavTa xo^sw Ms?,c4- 
/3gs71y o7x?laMs ---Herodot. vi. 33. 

t Lib, xviv. cap, 7. 
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The Black Sea. 
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( 123 ) 

X. Geographical Notice of the Empire of Marocco. By Lieu- 
tenant \0Tashington, R.N. Read 1 1th and 25th April, 183l. 

0 the empire of iIVIarocco, the principal cities and the manllers 
and cllstoms of its inhabitants have been often described; but of 
the geography of the country, of the positions of the diXerent 
towns, of the line of sea-coast, of the course of its rivers, of the 
height of its mountains and elevated plains, arld of its geological 
structure and general features our knowledge is very irtlperfect. 

A brief btlt accurate notice of such information as was obtained 
in a jourlley to aud from the city of Marocco and the Atlas 
noulltains, and during a residence of one month in the capital 
ill tlle winter of 1829-30, is contained in the following pages. 

The party elestined to form the mission to Marocco assembled, 
irl the beglnning of Novenlber, at the hospitable British consulate 
at Tan^,ier, which tO\1Vll, situated on a steep acclivity rising at once 
from the beach, presents its eastern and llOt unpleasinr, aspect to a 
bay abollt three miles wide. It is surrounded by ulolllderin;, walls, 
round and square towers every sixty paces, and three strong gates. 
Its defences towards the sea are tsvo batteries, olle above the 
other, on the south side of the sea-gate. Directly in fiollt of the 
landing place, high on the wall, are about twelve guns; to the 
north, in a circular battery commandint, the bay, about twenty 
guns of all calibles, mounted on clumsy Moorish carriaDes, which 
would not stand fire fol ten minlltes; cronvlling all, to the north, 
is an old and estensive castle, L'Kassbah, and the residence of 
the goverllor. On the land side, ruined walls and a ditch are 
the ollly defences. Tlle gates are shut at sunset, and a watch is 
kept by night. 

El Jamaa Kibeer, or principal mosque, is large and rather 
handsome. Its sma or tower, placed at the north-west angle, 
lofty, alld wrought in coloured tesselated work; as is also the 
pavement of the nlosque, roulld which stands a colonnade of low 
pillars, with a fountaill in the centre. 

The streets, except the main street which crosses the town 
irregularly from the sea to the land gate, are narrow and crooked. 
The houses low, with flat tops, except those of the European 
consuls, which are tnany of them good. 

In an open space about the middle of the main street there is 
a vet,etable and frtlit market. But tlle principal one, Sok el 
Wahad is held oll Sunday, outside the testern gate, and well 
supplied lvith potlltry, gameg vegetables, dates, fruit, &c. Meat 
is good alld cheap. 

rthiS tOWll iS the residence of a basllaw, whose territory extends 
about tsn enty-fiste miles to the southxval d. 

Outsi(le the walls are some productive gardens belonging to the 
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dilifelent consllls resident 11ere, who are sufficient to brm a very 
abreeable society. From a terrace in that of the Swedish consul 
is an extensive and pleasing view over the town of Taut,ier alld 
its bay at aot<r feet; the dastant peaks l)f tlJe Lesser Atlas ill 
tlle south-east; alld to the north across the (lark bllle lvaters of 
the Straits, the coast of Spaint from the memorable Cape Tl afalgar 
to the rock of (Sibraltar. The anchol*age ill the leay is very 
toJerable, except in strong north-west winds. AVere the mole re- 
built, the remaills of which are still visible under water, tlle landillg 
vn the beach would be always secure. The ruins of old rrallvier, 
possibly ancieslt Tingiss and a Roman bridgey are yet standing at 
tie solltherll part ot the bay. Four small butteries, of about sis 
guns each, defEnd the sand-hills around the shores. 

Population of Tangiers from 7aoo to 8000, includil, 15Q0 
Jews, who ale the chief artisans. 

Itinerarys lst y Morember 9J 1829 
The Blitisl] ern}3assy, colesistinz, of a party 4f oflicers} the inter 

preter} a llotley oroup of Moors, Arabs, alld Jewss a.s nluleteers 
alld servants escol ted -ly a body of Moorish cavalry, acconlpanied 
by the BasllA of the province with his troops} and all the Euro- 
pean consuls, to do hollour to the nlission left Tanr,ier, the 
oad leadin, in a south direction, over a sandy soils through the 

productive gardens that surrol}nd tle town; then through an 
uladulating country, over rounded schistose hills} about three hual- 
dled iet high; nlIca slate} wit}l Yeins of bliated qllartz, occur- 
rilzg rarely > diwetion, llorth-west aa3d sollth-east; dip of strata} 
7o? to south-west and covered ̂ stith scanty herbagei passill,: 
occasionally an Arab village of a few havels fEllced by a lledge 
of aloes and prickly pear, or llldian fig*; here and tllere a patell 
of Guinea corn otherwise no SitallS of cultivatisn; at eight miles 
reached our first ellcanlpment, a well cllosell spot ill a valley 
surrounded by an amphitheatre of hills} the distant ranges in the 
sollth-east quarter stretching far away towards Cape Negro. lVe 
arrived at dusk, and foulld the tents ready pitched; and when, 
shortly after, the broad full moon rose above the mountains in the 
east the stene lstas beautiful and picturesque indeed. On each 
xide of the round handsome tent of our Moorish leadex; Sidi Mo- 
hammed:, striped blue and white, and surmounted by a gilt globe, 
were the other tents} fornling a cilcle} with the Arabs and bap 
gage in the centre X camels, herses} and mules picqueted around; 
here and there a group of Moors? their swarthy faces lighted up 
by the watch fires over whicls tlley were leaning i and wllen tlle 
lVIoslems began their chaunt of the Slat el Stshary or evenillg 
prayer, it completed a scene that we had all read descriptiolls 

* Cactus Opuubla (Kermuse d8Bsanah, i. e., Christian fig.) 

1o4 Geographical Notit of {he Eznpire of Affiarocco. 
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of in our youthful days, but which llone of the party had see 
realized till this moment. 

Ittrzerary, 2d day, November 10. 
Shortly before dawn of day roused by the manly voice of ol.lr 

chief joinin:, with all his troops in his morninb prayers; atld SUC}1 

^nas the practice, not ollly this morning, but ever after on tl-le 
journey. Be the !eather what it rould-rain and storm, or fine 
alld calln-lon before day zere the Musselims prostrate on the 
earth, chaunting the prescril)ed chapter of their sacred Korvin. 

Road to-day in a S. by W. direction J0 miles, over the xvell 
asooded llill l)ahr Acclaou; cork, rvild olive, drov, nlyrtle, leatll, 
broonl., palmetto, &c.; }lasses of rifted sand-stolle scslttereal 
aIzOtIt ill wikl collfusioll; soil, bravelly clay. 11rl)m sumlllit of 
tllis llill (50() feet), svllicll is a western spur of tlle nortlern 
brallcll of tlle Lesser Atlas, an e2itensive view of bold moutltai 
scenery iu the east and north-east, evell to Ape's Elill and the 
rock of Gilxraltar, of Cape Spartel in the nortll, alld of the 
wanderings of tsso rivers ill the plaill beneath, which jOill rOUlld 

the foot of this hill, and {los illtO the Atlalltic Ocean at three 
miles west. :Forded the Wad llieshra'l Shef, (or stony ford,) alld 
encamped on an elevated plain (400 feet) at a tepid sprillg of 
water called Sanya d'Ulad Sbaida; passed five Arab villages, 
one coubba, or saint's tomb. 

Itinerary, 3d day} November 11. 
Marclled 10 miles St thl ough a valley abont eight miles 

vide, with mally springs g; bounded on tbe west bg a hilly tract 
(500 feet), forming the sea-coast, distant about follr miles; on the 
east by a range of bulky motlntaills (2500 feet) called I)jibbel 
H.abeeb (beloved hill); soil, light clay; little or no cultivation, 
a few fields of dra*, or Gllinea corn; passed four Arab villages, 
three coebbas, Ol sanctoria; ellcamped at entrance of Fas y Kechan 
(valley of myrtle). About tsvo lea^,ues east-nortll-east of this 
spot stallels a CUtiQUS rock, called L'Ooted, or pegrock, fiom 
description like those we are accustomed in England to call 
Druidical. 

Itinerary, 4th day, November 12. 
Cotlrse S. 16 miles: first four over a plain of myrtle; then 

through a narrow salley half a mile broadX winding in a south and 
south-east directioll, hence called the Camel's Neck; the latter 
part, over a plain of coarse herbage; soil, light clay and sand, witl 
salldstone boulders; and tllrough a wood of fine cork-trees, beint, 
the eastern extremity of El Araish forest. Ellcamped utitllin two 
miles of Al Kantra (the bridge); scelle of actioll between tlle 
Moors alltl Portllguese in-1578, where Don Sebastian, lvho has 

* The word elurrtlhv or clAtzrtsh} pronounced rapidly, in the D?oghrebine fashion. 
It is a kind of sorghum or mUlet. 

Geographtcal Notice of the Empire of Marocco. 12o 
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12G Geographical Notice of the Empire of Matocco. 

the privilege of occasionally re-appearing, lost hIs life and crown. 
We thoroughly examined, sketched, measured and noted down 
this bridge, which is in good preservation, and still crosses EYad 
el M'Hazen. 11l the valley through which runs this river, and on 
its banks, the palma Christi, and various other shrubs; fine corn 
land to-day; rich alluvial soil; wild artichokes, thistles, 8cc.; a 
few patches of Guinea corn; hills to the west, forming sea-coas 
wooded; several flocks of sheep; ten Arab villages; three coubbas, 
surroullded with wild olive and fig; some deserted gardells; several 
sprillgs and wells*. 

Itinerary, fth day, November 13. 
Collrse S.S.E. 10 miles, fine open country; soil, light loam; 

,reater cultivation; much more poplllous; herds of cattle, horses, 
mules, flocks of sheep; passed ten Arab villages; three coubbas, 
dazzling white, embosonled in wild olive and fig plantations, 
for?ling a pretty colltrast. From a risillg ground, beautiful view 
of the town of 

Al Itssr (Wibeer), situated in a flat tract of rich, partially 
woodecI meadow-land, through whicll meallders in a west-north- 
west dilection, the river 

L'K/zos, a rapid but shallow streatn; at this season of the year 
the channel about one hulldred yards wide; the plain to the 
south-east bounded by beautiful moulltain scenery. Conspicuous 
by its singular conical form is the peak of Sarsar, at the foot of 
which, said to be inhabited by Shereeffs, is the town of Wazen. 

Al Ksar, situated on the northerll bank of river, distant half a 
mile, surrounded by orchards and gardens of orange, pomegra- 
nate5 and palm, ill great luxuriance; mlas bllilt by Jacob, son of 
the msighty A z Man.sor (the victorious), about the end of the twelfth 
century, and connected i}l history with the wars of Granada. The 
tOWIl iS surrounded by old and luinotls ualls of herrin?-bone 
brick-work and tapia, battlenlents, loop-holes, and slllall square 
towers, fifty paces apart, about one mile and a half ill circumfe- 
rence. Ilode through the streets; counted fourteen mosques, 

any of which n-ere lighted up alld spacious; streets narrow, and 
at intervals arched across; houses remarkable for having ridged 
roofs of tile the only town in Barbary. 

Al Kaisseria, or Bazaar, colltains a few mean shops; no busi- 
ness doin^,; socs (markets) and fondacs (inns) deserted and ]ife- 
less Population about eight thousand, of which five hundred 
may be Jews; but doubtless it had been much more populoust. 

-* It will be remarked that this Journal is simply geographical, During a journey 
of some hundred miles in this little kllown country, of collrse mvoch other valuable 
information was gained, which it is hoped will soon be laid before the public. 

+ Jackson's estimate of the populatioll, iu this country isZ genexally speaking} too 
esvggerated to xequixe contradiction. 
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Gfeographinal Notice of the Entpire of Marxco. 127 

Some little trade ill salt? which is procured from the neighbouring 
hills*, The weather at this season svas deliciously fiu?; the early 
rains had fallen, and the air was lllild n}ore like sprin,:, than the 
3pproach of willter; the llights heavenly, but especially this I:ligllt 
was calm, still} and serelle; every star itl the lleavens distilletly 
visilule; Venus, as a gloe of liquid fire, gradually declining in the 
west; 1lout,ht to break the stillness l)ut the occasional bark of tlle 
watch-dog, or the drowsy note of the Alab drum from the distant 
tents, Bhose illhabitants passed away tlae tedious llours of night by 
reciting their sxild tale of war alld love. 

Itinerary 6th Glnd 7th dayss Norember 14, 15. 
Course S.\AT. 9 llliles, \AT by S. 12; ovel glolld a succession 

of vallies, and los rallt,es of hills; olle a mamillary ranbe of tszo 
hundred feetS soil deep clay, and hills of gravel; boulders of-ferru- 
ginolls clay-stolle; dried up thistles, anci plants like fennelj called 
el clugh (gum atnmoniae); several beds of mountain streams, east 
and svest direetion. At entrarAce of great plain of Mamora, tuTo 
tumuli; herds of eattle. As we enter the gra2in> eoulltry, Arab 
villages ehant,e into douars, or eireular elscampmellts of fi om 
twellty to tllirty tellts, seventeen of which we passed, atld five 
coubhas. Approaching the Atlantie, sea visible from the hei;,hts. 

Itinerary, Sth day Nortember 16. 
Course S.W. 11 miles; reaehed the llorthern e,xtrelmity of the 

large lake, twenty miles long by olle and a half broad, of fresh 
nater, called lkfurja Ras ed Dowra (ol lake stith the willdint, 
head5, coveled svith wild-fowl; its western bank only a mile and 
a half fiom the Atlantic, separated by a rarlt,e of salld-hills about 
two hundred alld fifty feet high, covered xvith coarse herbage, alld 
whicll rise about three-quarters of a mile frotn the western shore 
of the lake alont, whicll otlr road leads; soil light and salldy; a 
forest of eZ clayh (gum ammolliac); some plants ten feet hith, 
stem five inches thick; such are the annuals in this prolific country. 
Five coubbas, ten douars on eastern ba1lk of lake, a few trees, 
alld herds of cattle. 

* In es:aminin;, the maI) of Don Juatl Badiat (Ali Bey), in Marocco (the only one 
that has arly pretensions to accuracy), it mllst be allo0ved that where he nefuaZZy did luake 
obserz7ations, he is generally correAct; but in compilillg his map mi.stakes have arisen, 
possibly throv gh the carelessness of tTle e(litor. It is not wishe(l to (letract frola a 
work that un(lottbtedly ha.s gleat merit l)ut facts must be stated clearly. 

1. SZ Kwar is placeel 4/, or 165 of time eas! of Tangier; it should be four miles 
nvest of Tangier. 

2. rl'he dfference of lollgitude between C;lpe S)artel and }g1 Araish is assumed at 
a luile alltl a half, it shotll(l be fifteen lllile.S. 

3. ES StajsAt is place(l seven miles alltl a half west of Tangier, it should be 
eigllteen miles alltl a llalf. These mi.stakes occur within fifty miles of the point 
he started flom. As for his plall of the city of Marocco} it nuust have been drawn at 
Patis from recollection so urllilie is it to tlle oliginal, 
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Itinerary, 9th dzayS November 17. 
Rode about 13 miles S.05F., along the, nart,in of the lake, in 

thich are seneral islallds with saints' tombs, insular spots being 
here, as elsewhere, sacred to holy purposes - Lake covered with 
wild-fowl of all sorts -svidgeoll, wild-duck, snipe, curlew, water- 
}sens, dabchicks, herolls cormorants, besides plover and peewits: 
it produces fine eels; soil l-ight, sandy; coarse herbage; little 
or llo cultivation; no wood; herds of cattle on opposite bank of 
lake; distant moulltains in the east, bounding the great plain of 
Msharrah Roumell; passed fifteen douars; four coubbas to-day. 

Itinerary, lOth day, Novenxber 18. 
S.W. by S. 11 miles. Lake loses itself in a marshy streaxn, 

countra becomes hilly-highest five hundred feet; soil gravelly 
and sandy; colocynth and coarse herbage; pass two coubbas, 
nine douars, three springs; from summit of these hills of sand- 
stone basis, wiew of the 

Wad Seboo, windillt in the boldest sweeps imagillable, through 
a rich and varied plaill, fal as the eye can reach; descellded a 
steep bank covered with broom, myrtle, juniper; crossed the river, 
about follr hundred yards wide; a bar of sand, a quarter of a mile 
from its outlet, extends almost across, and nearly dry at low watel 
spring tides; inside froul three to four fathoms water; rise of tide 
sevell or eight feet; a ,ood spring of ater one hundred yards 
distant from the northern bank of the river opposite the tOWIl, 

Rode through the town of 
Mehedzc^, situated on a height of alsout ten feet, on the southern 

bank of the river, and distant one mile from the sea: when for- 
merly in the possessioll of the Portugue3e it +1vas a place of some 
consequence, as the ruills of handsome fountains, arche.s, and 
churches attest; its fortificatiolls also were respectable; a double 
wall, if not a ditch, on the south-^1vestern side; a lollg low battery 
defended the beach and entrance of river, and the citadel com- 
manded the whole; at present eight guns mounted are its sole 
defence. The town llow contains from three to four hundred 
inhabitants, chiefly fishernlen, wilo subsist by the sale of shebhel, 
all excelletlt fish, much like salmon, which is caught here in great 
abundance. Water communication exists between this city and 
Fas, but-is not taken advantage of. 

Itinerary, 1 ] th day, November ] 9. 
Cotlrse S;. S .W. 16 miles, through a narrow, deep valley; 

lake on riaht three miles lonD; oll it four birds like swans, wllite 
bodies and necks, red feathers on the side, zrings tipped with 
black, called by the Moors El Bach 'Hhamar, a valiety (pink) of 
the anas casarca. Succession of hills and dales, olle mile and a 
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half froul sea; soil ligllt; salldstone basis; to the east the exten- 
sive forest of 

Mamoru, said to cover eibhty miles of countrg; on what autho- 
rity is doubtftll; the only traveller who appears to have passed 
through this forest describes it ' as a wood of holm oak, allnonds> 
lelltiscs, and large willows, through which he journeyed in a few 
hours*.' Lions and svild boars, of whicll ue saw tracest are its 
inhabitants. Passing under an aqueduct extending one mile south 
east, its arches thirty feet h;ghy eight wide, four tllick-of masonry 
and of antiquitN, thouoh it is difficult to say of what construction- 
but ill good repair; enter the town of 

Sla, or SallEe, once the terror of the seas, so renowned for its 
rovers, whose daring exploits reached even to our OWll coasts of 
Christendom; whose city and port were a constant scene of riot, 
and 13ustle, and activity now, ruined, still, alld lifeless: such are 
the fiuits of igllorance, despotism and Mohammedanism. The 
pre3ellt tOWII, built on a sandy point, extending to the sea, forming 
the 1lorth-eastern ballk of the ritler, is about half a mile in length 
by a quarter in breadth, surrounded by ̂ ralls thirty feet high, alld 
square towers every fifty paces. Its defences, a long battery of 
twenty guns, facing the sea, a round fort at entrance of the river, 
and a gun or two on the gates. The ulosques, arches, and 
fountains in tlle city, as we rode through it, showed traces of beau- 
tiftll sculpture, and of great antiquity; streets narrow, and houses 
solllbre, like all Moorish towns. Poptllation about ten thousand, 
of which five hundreal may be Jews; with apparently little or no 
occupatiotl. The liver 

Bu Regreb formed by the junction of the Weroo and Btz 
Regreb, is here about five hundred yards broad, when full. The 
bar, about one-eighth of a mile from entrance, runs almost across 
in a xvest-south-west direction, with three or four feet on it at los1v 
water leavinc, a chanllel at each end; the W1oors use the eastern; 
rise of tide nine or ten feet; inside, the harbour i8 quite sheltered? 
with water for a frigate. The imperial dockyard is here; a cor- 
vette oll the stocks, destilled to be launched wllen the freshes from 
the moulltains, in the spring, force a passage over the bar. Several 
ferry-boats, three or four stnall traders, an Austrian prize, and a few 
fishing-boats, gise an animation to this river quite uncommon to 
the lVlools. The town of 

Kabatt standing on the sollth-western side of the rivel., fifty ol 
sisty feet above its level, on banks of crumbling salld-stone. As 
seen from the opposite sllore, the grouping of millaretsS palm-trees, 
ruined walls, and old mosques, crowned by its renerable and bat- 
tlemented ka.s.sbah, across a broad full river, is very picturesque. 
A curtain of {ive hulldre(l yards, facing the sea, flallked t)y two cir- 

* A1; Bey. 
K 
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cular batteries of twelve gtlns each, about as many more in the 
kslssbslh, or citadel, and a small battery overlookint, the river at the 
south-western end of the town, form its sea defduces. On the 
laIld side a strong svall, thirty feet high; square towers every fifty 
paces-of tapia-svork, and angies of maSQnry. The town extends 
three-quarters of a mile in length, by one-third in breadth, and 
walled orchards of about two hulldred acres reach along the batlks 
of the river towards the ruilled mosque, and IQfty towerl one 
hundred and fifty feet in height, called by the Moors 

Sma Hassan-the nlost collspicuous object, standing two hun- 
dred alld twellty feet above the level of the river, and tl-le first by 
which this coust would be recog;nised in approaching from sea, as 
it must be visible from the deck of a frigate six or seyen league$, 
We counted here ten mosques, besides the mausoleum of a sultan, 
ancl that of the hero of Moorish Africa, the mi;hty Al Mansor. 
The main street of the town, which runs palallel to the river, con- 
tains the prillcipal shops, not yery attractive; the markets abund- 
antly supplied vith vegetables and fruit; orallge orchards, vine- 
yarfis, and COttOIl plantations, are extensive; the fiuits excellent, 
thopt,h ;ronln o11 a light sandy soil. Moorish population may be 
eic,hteell thousalld; J ews, three thousalld: tlle forlllel appear 
wealthy; the latter, if so, dare llot show it. 'The Jeuesses cer- 
tainly the prettiest in the empire. Millah, or Jews' quarter, 
filthily dirty, but they are the chief artisalls. One mile south- 
east of tbe town are t4e ruins of the Romall or Carthat,inian toun, 

Shella. We nvere shown Romall cOillS said to have been dug up 
there. Sala was a place of note fornlerly! and, according to 
D'Atlville, the limit of the Roman statioll oll this coast. The 
riVer, IIOW called Bu Regreb, was the boulldary of the anciellt 
Mauxitania. 

Ittnerary, lgth and lSth dayst l\Tovember 23, 24. 
Leavitlg Rclbaff, travelled 28 miles in a W.S.W. direction; 

the first eleven lmiles by the side of a well constlucted aqueduct, 
partly above, partly under ground, which abundantly supplies 
the town with excellellt water; soil light and sandy; a pal- 
metto desert. At seven miles passed the ruined village and hibh 
tower of 

Tomara, distant about three miles from coast. In seconci day's 
jourlley crossed seven streams runllillg illtO the sea, distant abollt 
one mile on OUI' right; soil light alld sandy; palmetto and valious 
laulbous roots; traces of wild boar; last fesv miles well wooded 
mrith wild olive, droo, palm, &c., tw-o Arab villages, alld tsvo 
tonlbs passed to-day; ellcamped under the walls ot the deserted 
town of 

El Mansorza, a square of one hundred alld fifty paces, enclosillg 
an Axab Yillage; the tower of the mosque (eighty Set) staxlds one 
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llundred and eithty feet above the sea, from which it is distallt a 
short mile, and would be visible six leagues from the deck of a 
frigate. Coast rocky and iron bound. 

Itinerary, 14th day, November 25. 
Course S.W. by W. 15 miles, through an undvtlating country, 

covered with a forest of underwood, as yesterday, and on our 
return in the sprint,, the trollnd ellamelled with flowers as a 
carpet; soil, lit,bt sand und gravel; basis, clay slate; dip, 45? 
east, as obsersTed on the banks of two streamlets crossed to-day; 
sea distant tbree-quarters of a mile; passed tsvo Arab villages- 
tuto saints' tombs. At six miles from El Mansoriafi stands the 
almost deserted town of 

Fidallah, situated on the limit of a fine corll plain, at three 
quarters of a mile from tha sea, intended as a magazine for grain 
before blogador uta3 built; a walled square, of about two hundred 
and fifty paces, now encloses a respectable mosque, tbe ruins of 
European merchallts' houses, alld an Arab encampment; possibly 
three hlludred inhabitallts, Moors, Arabs, and J enz s; half a mile 
to the westward, a rocky peninstalar point, projectint, one mile 
east-north-east, forms a sandy bay a mile and a half deep, offiering 
a fair and well-sheltered roadstead to small merchant ships. 

Itinerary, 15th day, November 26. 
XV.S.\v. ]d miles along the coast; sea distallt tllree-quartels of 

a mile; soil S3lldy; basis, sand-stone; llo szood; 11erds of cattle; 
passed two tombs, one Arab ellcampment, two springs, one 
sareamlet to-ciBy. 

Dar el Beida, a small walled town of half a mile square, stand- 
ing on the beach., and on a point projecting north-north-east half 
a mile, forming a small bay three quarters of a mile deep; a 
roadstead well sheltered from westerly winds and protected bya few 
pieces of cannon. This tonn alsowva3 built for the exportation 
of corll, alld uns long in possession of tlle Portuguese; tlle towers 
of three nlosquest and sen eral good Eul opean-built houses, showed 
themselves oser the battlements of the alls; many palm trees 
alld ntlmerous gardens slrroundthe tonn; water in abundance. 
Population probably sevell hundred including Jews. 

Itinerary, 16th and 17th days, Norember 27, 28. 
S.W. by Br 33 miles} throuvh a varied undulating country; 

soil improving; fine loam; nlany gardelis; a small forest of 
droo, a bealitiful evergreen tree, much resemblino the arbutus 
in leaf alld blossom bearilig a brown berry, lvilicil affords a 
course kind of oil for burning; signs of cultivation; 1llany 
plout,lls at work; large plalitatiolls of 'hhelina *, the first seen on 

* Larrsonia inermis, 
K 52 
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tlle joulney; ses-eral springs; llerds of cattle; flocks of sheep alld 
goats; passed elevell Arab camps-six tombs of saints. From 
risillt, ground gained sight of the windings of the river 

Oom-erbegh (Inother of herbage), which, rising ill the Atlas, 
separating tlle provillces of Fas and Tedla, forming the boundary 
between Tenx3ena and DucaiM, and flowing through deep banks 
of sandy clay; about one hulldred and fifty paces wide here; falls 
into the sea; on its south-western batlk, one mile and a half from 
its outlet, stands the town 

Azamor. lts tapia-built walls, a mile alld a half in circalit, 
and crumbling to ruin, are, as it were, machicolated with storks' 
nests; its defellce is a few tuns pointed seawards; but a bar 
of sand across the mouth of the river, almost dry at low water, is 
its safeguard from any attack except by boats; and a barrier to 
trade. The town is dull and lifeless; streets narrow and filthily 
dirty; provisions, fish vegetables, and fruit, abundallt and good. 
Population may be three thousand, inclllding Jews. At the south- 
eastern angle of the town is a suburb cc)lltailling a mosque and a 
sanctuary. 'rhe country arollnd open; no wood; btlt well culti- 
vated, and many gardens; soil, fine loam; lalt,e plantations of 
'hhenlla, a field of uhichJ of about sis or eitht aeres, the Katd told 
us was worth to him about 1001. annually, producing, by irriga- 
tion, three crops a year. 

If inerary, 1 8th day, December 1. 
Leavint, Azamor, ascended through a hilly cotlntry; soil, light 

loam; signs of greater cultivation, gardens, &c*; several wells 
and sprint,s; passed ten Arab camps, two villages, with trees, &c., 
at seven miles; a iine view of the town., bearinr, west four milesy 
called 

Iaxagan*? situated oll a penin3ular point projectilig north 
about one mlle, and forming the western lirxlit of a sandy bay 
about one mile and a half, affordin<, a good roadstead for small 
xessels, the point of Azaml)r shelterillg it to lhe nortll-east. r]'lle 
town well btlilt by the Portut,uese, who abandoned it in 1770,, 
alld respectaluly defillded towalCis the sea by several redoults. It 
enjofs some little comnlerce, excellent water, and good supplies. 
Population, tso thoalsand. About three miles to the south-westv 
ward of this place, on the sea-coast, are the ruins called 

TetE (si,llifyillg, ill Arabic, Titu.s). It has been stlgt,ested 
that it might have beerl founded by the Carthaginians ! Encamped 
in the valley at the back of the high lalld formillg Cape BI(lnco. 

* The variolls names of this towll are worth remarking. ln s 506, when first built, 
named by the Portuguese C-asfilEo Reng; afterwa;rds iliaqcz2Xtn; in l<)07, by the 
Moors, owing to the vicinity of a saint's tomb, Buriya; in 176fJ, wllen besiege(l I)y the 
sllltan Sidi MoAurmmed, lVa'eeluma, (get it be ,lestroyed) * and in 1770,when capturezl, 
by imperial proclamatioll, (the lVew) or Jdeila. This may account for mistakes in 
asomeuclature and position, which we see evell in the best charts and maps. 
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Itinerary, lgth day, December 2. 
Course S.Vt. by S. 36 miles; road now quits the sea-coast, 

alld assumes a more (lilect course to^ards the capital, across 
a selies of elevated plains or table lands, stretching to the foot 
of Atlas, to which we ascend by three great steps. Enter the 
provillce of Ducaila, celebrated for its breed of horses, and its 
moollen manufactory, in the shape of sulhams, haicks, carpets, 
&c.; soil of the plaill, light loam, covered with stones, flint, &c.; 
eioht Arab camps; fiYe tombs; several springs and wells; much 
cultiYation; gardens; fields of Indian corn; a few scattered palm- 

trees, otllerwise no wood; ascended by a rocky road, hard sand- 
stone basis, about three hulldred feet, on to an elevated plain, 
reachillb to the horizon, except ill the south-east quarter, lYhere i3 

a solitaly hill, called Gi&^bel 'lthaddar (or green mountain), much 
resembling tl1e ' lone Soracte,' risin ill the Campagna di Roma. 

Itinerary QOth and olst days) lVecernber 3 4. 
Course S.S.lV. 14 miles, over an open plain, rather ascellding; 

soil, light loam, stony; stunted palm; paln1etto; a few flocks of 
sheep; herds of cattle; ten Ara}) encanlpments; seven saillts' 
tombs;-from summit of plain caught first glitnpse of 

Attas;-At sunset, splelldid view of the snowy peaks of the long 
looked for Atlas, which we now see in all their glorv lighted up 
bythe sesterll sun; all extensive plain in every direction, and 
apparently reaclaillg to their feet; tlle nlasses of snow before lls 
are magllificent, but detaclled, as seen from this distallce, upwalds 
of a hundred miles; the whole group bounding tbe arc of the 
horizon betveell south-east by south, and south by west; the 
highest isolated peak south-south-east. 

Itinerary, 22d and 23d days, December S, 6. 
S.E. by S. 30 miles;'still journeying over an extensive plain 

far as tlle eye can reach; at times not a tree nor a building, 
except a.solitary saint's tomb, to break the level. Seeing a 
horseman or tall camel on the horizon is like meetint, a ship at 
sea; first llis llead, tllell his body, then tlle allimal on which 
he rides} is visible. Soil of the plain, light lsam} occasionally 
satldy and gravelly; palmetto and colocynth occurring in swampy 
spots; {ille grass occasionally; patches of Guinea corn; gardens; 
twelve tomlJs; tnrelltv Arab ellcampments; tlle tents llOW take 
tbe fornl of bee-llives, and are usllally rudely thatched with straw; 
passed a large market to-day, held inthe midst of the great plain; 
calllels, holses? nlules, asses rude illlplements of husbandry, coalse 
woollen nlantlfactures, col n, vegetables, fruit, dates, almondst 
'hhellna, &c., exposed for sale; snowy peaks of Atlas beautifully 
silvered by ttle Illeridian Sun; encamped at the foot of a semi- 
circular range of small hills, varying from one hllndred to one 

This content downloaded from 192.167.140.2 on Wed, 4 Dec 2013 16:41:10 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


134 Gfeoyraphical Notice of the Empire of Marocco. 

11tlndred and fifty feet; graYel; on summit of one of the highest 
stands the ruin of a building named 

Gherando, eitller a fort or watch-tower, circular, and apparelltly 
fifty feet higll by twellty ill diameter; llone of the peasalltry could 
say wllen or wlly eonstructed. From camp eighteen saints' tombs 
in sigllt* 

If inerar?J} 24t7z and 2Sth days? necember 7} 8. 
Course S.E. by S. 40 miles; road gradually ascellds abollt 

two l-lulldred feetf tbrough a broken hilly country of clay-slate, 
on to tlle plain of Smira extendint, about twelve miles; tlle 

at,ain ascellds two llundred feet on to a secolld plain seveuteen 
miles ill extent, named 

Peira-basis of clay-slate; soil at times sandy, then deconl- 
posed slate; many stones i fragmellts of quartz; flinfs; much 
at,ate eInlJeeldeel ill crystallized quartz; sorlle very l)eautiful spe- 
cinlells; and covered with paltnetto alld coarse llerbage; \itl-l a 
thorlly tree, alJollt twellty feet high, learillt, a dark ellour l)erry, 
called .sidra npbacE, the 7rAsxmnus infgforiust (or yelloss-belried 
buckthorll.) Ellcamped at tlle foot of a rant,e of hills, varying 
fiom {ive to twelve hundred feet in lleight, schistose, ssitll veins 
of quartz; stlata in a slorth by east and south by west directioll 
dip 75?; alld forming the llortllerll boulldary of tlle plaiil of WI;a- 
rocco; durillg our ride across these tFro plains, not a hut to be seen 
except at our llight's ellcampmenty alld but one sprillg of water i 
herds of gazelles and wild boar. 

Itinerary, 26fh day, December 9. 
Course S. by E. 12 miles; ascendint, about two hundred iet, 

betsveen 11ills of micaceous schist; torYent bed frinted with 
Spanish broom sidra llebacll, aald acacia; road StOIly, boulders 
of iron, stone, Sc. alld flilsts. On (lebotlclling from this rocky 
defile, tlle illlperial city with its buildillgs, its nlosques, its milla- 
rets, and lofty tower1, in a large plain, in tlle midst of a forest 
of palms, backed by tlle eternal snozzZs of Atlas, liSiNg tQ the 

lleigist of elesen tilotisand feet, and brolloht forward ill strikil 
relief from tlle deep bille sky behind them burst oll our vienr. 
l\TIlile ee gazed ̂ zith delit,ht on tilis bealltitul prcuspect our 
l!vioorish leader, on first sight of Sfarocco} halted llis troops, alid 
olle aud all offered up prayers for the 11ealth of the sultarl their 
master, alid thaliksgiving for the happy termination of tileir journey; 
encamped for the night under the shade of the palm trees; the 
contrast strikillt, between this emblem of tropical alid burnilig 

* The ctear-si?,thtel1 I)eople of this empire, it is believetl, zlo not wish their country 
to be sureye(l. They sholllul not callonize so mally of their ieliots or build so many 
sailltsl tolnbs, fUr dill ala observer wisla to select stations tor a trizronometrical stlrvev 
of their plains, nothing coultl have beell better place(l thaIl these saxlctuaries, and which 
it is a point of their religioll to keep ia goud preservatioll. 
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climes} and the snowy mountains, llow rising almost immediately 
above our heads; at sunset many of the peaks still lighted up, 
while all below lies buried in olle mass of shadow. 

Itinerary, 27th day, December 10. 
Cross the river Tensift, at S! lRantra, a bridge of thirty poillted 

arches, and continue over a perfectly level plain, through a forest of 
palms, towards the city; accompanied by the sultan's guards, all in 
white clothint,, and the whole of the troops and male population 
of Marocco, not less than forty thousand persons; spirited chargin:, 
of cavalry; firillg of gUllS alld crackers; barbarous music; inces- 
sant shoutillg; baulillg, and piercing screams of women ! in short, 
suffice it to say, every honour that could be oXered, attended us 
a.s we advanced. At high noon at the moment the white lHags 
were wavillg from the summits of the minarets, and the loud and 
deep voice of the Mueddin was heard from the lofty towers of the 
mosques, calling on the faithful Musselims to acknowledge that 
' there is no God but one God, and that Mohalnmed is his Pro- 
phet' did we unbelieving Nazarenes enter the imperial city of 
Marocco. An abrupt turn brotlght us to our quarters, in a vast 
garden, ' at once silent, shaded, verdant, and cool,' and where 
vve were at full liberty to take our repose. 

MAROCCO. 
The plain of Marocco extends in an east and west direction, 

betweell a low range of schistose hills to the north, and the lofty 
Attas to the south, about twellty-five miles wide, and apparently 
a dead dat to the foot of the mountains, which rise abruptly to the 
heit,ht of eleven thousand feet, their peaks covered with snow. 
This plain, which has no limit as far as the eye can reach east 
or west, lying about fifteen hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, the soil of a li,,ht sandy loam, with numerous rolled stones 
of crystallized quartz, agates, flints, porphyry, a gleen stone, cor- 
nelions, &c. &c., is, geIlerally speaking, covered with low brush- 
wood of the thorlly plant called sidra nebach, or buckthorn; the 
banks of tlle streamlets frillged with oleallders in great beauty, 
wllile to the north of the city is a forest of palm-trees and olives. 
The river 

Tensift, sprill^,ing from the northern hills about forty miles 
eastward of the city, flows alollg at their base about four miles 
nortll of Nvlarocco, and joilled by several streamlets from Atlas7 
reaches the Atlantic fifteen rniles south of Saffy, nearly one hun- 
dred miles distant; the river is shallow, but rapid; the chanllel 
here about three 11ulldred yards wide, but fordable, except in the 
spring7 in aImost a11 places. Ishe 

City of Marocco, lyillg on the northern side of this rich plain, 
is surrolluded by a stront,ly built, machicolated vYall of tapia-work 
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thirty feet 11it,h*, with foundations of masollry; square towers 
about every iifty paces; the whole nearly six miles in circuit, 
entered by eleven stronb double gates. But this vast area is far 
from being generalla covered with buildint,s; it comprises lalge 
gardens, axld open spaces from twenty to thirty acres in em;tent; 
the Sultatl's 

Palace stallds oll the south of the city, facing the Atlas, outside 
the maill wall; but enclosed within walls of equal strength, is a 
large space of about fifteen hutldred yards long, by six hundred 
+NZide, divided illto squares laid out in gardens, rotllld which are 
detaclled pailions, formint, the imperial residence; the floors of 
the rooms tessellated with various coloured tiles; otherwise quite 
plain; a nlat, a stnall carpet at one end, and some cushiolls, iorm 
the ftlrnitale. 

Mosques withill the city are nineteen, two emdrasas or colle ,es, 
and one hospital; the prillcipal of these called 

El Kouttthta, stallds alone in a deserted space of twenty or 
thirty acress COI]SpiCUOUS above all by its lofty square tower, rising 
to the height of two hundred and twenty feet, without diminsshing, 
thus producing a striking and sillgular eXect divided illtO seven 

stolies, alld its heit,ht apparently alXout seYen times its diameter; 
this tower is similar to, and said to be coeval with the S"ma 
Hassan at Rabatt, alld the Giralda at Seville, built towalds the 
ead of the twelfth century. (Only be it remembered that the 
present superstructure of the tower of Seville is Saracenic, and 
raised by Christians on the Moorish foundatiolls in the thirteellth 
celltury.) Oll the summit of the tower is a small turret in the 
sllape of a lanterll, whence it derives the name sSma el Fanar. 
The body of the snosque, though large, is all irregulal buildin^,, 
and insignificant when contrasted with the lofty tower by shich 
it is surmoullted. 

Benz Yusef, next in height, and in abe, though modernized and 
well paillted, has a college of falebs (or seekers, i. e. students) 
attached to it; a saint's tomb stands opposite its south door, 
fornled of three arches, surmounted by a cupola., delicately wrout,ht 
with l ich Saracenic tracery. 

El Moaxzn, said to be the most ancient, is very lalt,e, and has 
several courts openillg into each other; the Moorish horseshoe 
arches highly sculptured, intersecting in various directions, have a 
rich effect; attached to this nzosque are gates, said to be tllose of 
Seville, the triurnph of tbe mighty Al Mansor. 

Bel Abbczs, patron saillt of ;the city; mausoleum; sanctuary; 
mosque, and hospital containing one thousand five hundred patiellts. 
Its style of buildinS,, a pasilion, surmounted by a cupola covered 
with green and varnished tiles. 

* ,See Plan of City. 
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Emdrasa del Emshza. College and mosque, stands near the 
south svall of the city; here are the sepulchres of the sultans of 
the Moluc Saidaa dynasty, once adorned with statues and busts, 
now, thanks to the bi;,otJy of a rigid Moslem emperor, elitirely 
t:ffaced. 

Fountains.-Several of these have traces of delicate sculpttlre, 
especially one llear the nlosque El AMoaxin, called 

Shrub-u-Shoof, (' drink ancl admire,) which has a cornice of 
white nzarble, sllewing evidellt remains of former beauty. 

Gcltes.- Of the eleven gates of the city, llow open, that enter- 
ing the palace? called 

Beb eiRom, is by far the best specimen of architectule to 
be seen; a Moorish horseshoe arch, (\shich, however filse in 
principle, is not unpleasillg to the eye,) richly sculptured in 
Arabesque vvork, in iInitation of shoe-nails, &c. Sc.: its name 
ztould imply that it was the work of Europeans, or-of Romans ! 
the same word being used for both. 

Streets of Marocco are narrow and irlegular, seldom wider thall 
lalles in Europe., in many cases connected across by arches and 
gates, possibly as a defence in case of attack; several opell spaces, 
which cannot be called squares, used as market-places, &c.; the 

Houses, usually one story, fllat roof and terrace, the side towards 
the street plain and whitewashed; here alld there a 1larrow opening, 
not deserving the name of a window, none of whicll are glazed; 
but the interior disposition is much like tile Spanish; rooms 
openint, into a court, sometimes surrollnded with areades, and a 
fountain in the centre; nlarly of the doors of cypress-wood, 
highly sculptured; the rooms lollg and narrow, owillg probably 
to their want of timber; no windows, no fites, llo furniture, 
except a lnat and a cushion or two. 

Al Kaisseria, or Bazaar, is a lont, ranbe of shops, or ratber 
stalls, covered in from the weather, and divided into compart- 
ments; exposed for sale, nvere silk scarEs, shawls, and handkerchiefs, 
from Fs4s; Sulhams, haicks, gellat)aas, and carpets, fiam D^ccail; 
cloth, linell, hardware, tea and sugar, from London ! almonds, 
raisins, hhenna, and al kohol, from Suse; very fine corn, cara- 
vances, beans, &c., flom Shragna; very lllscious dates, fron 
Tafilet; and abundance of boots, sllppers, saddles, coarse pottery 
matsJ cord, &c., of domestic manufacture; and eml;)roidery ill gold 
and silver, in which they particlllarly excel. 

hlarkets.-lMhere are two or three; tlle principal is callecl 
Sok el Khamase, held near the nortll gate of the city, and, as 

its llame denotes, on a lthursday; well supplied sxith home mant- 
factules; outside the gate is the market for camels, horses mules, 
horned cattle slleep, &c.} but llo great sllow; not much bustle 
except in the sale of horses, which is by auction-the auctioneer 
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pacing tlle aninJal rapidly to and fro, and vociferating the last 
price llamedJ 

TRz-yard.-V;sitesl, alld tllorouglzly examined a larye one, said 
to eniplo3r one tilousalid ve hiledred persolls | Gl*eat walit of order 
and aIlaligelilel-lt; the process of dyeilg was golle tbrou^,ll fk?r our 
satisfactioll, and in spite of dirt alid slovenlillesss a brit,lit yellout 
cO10tlr vas pl aduced wilich is colisidered ininlitable ill Etirope l lle 

Millah, or Jews' quarter, is a walled eliclosure of abolit va 1lsile 
alid a illf in circuit, at tile south-easteril allt,le of tile city; popllivus 
lout filtilily dilty; all the Jews pay a capitation tas to tile sultall, 
naid aIe tl eated witil the greatest contempt; ute were offered for sale 
by tile Seheik of the Jews alid a Rabbi, the only copy of the New 
lestalnent ils Elebleur alid Spanishs t1le last relic of tlse Spallisil 
llospicio tilat olice existed witilill these wall5. MoIluinilledanisil} 
^itil its ̂ sitilerilig illfluence, reigils undisttirbed. Popillatiol) can- 
not exceed olle 11ulldl ed tilousalid, perlxaps not abs^ e ei,gllty 
tilousuaid, il}cilidin^, iive thousand Jews; the monien rarely show- 
ing tilelilselves ill the streets makes it difficult to estimatet but 
here are traces of a much greater population Tlle diteadful 
plague, and niore dreadful fAmille, that visited tilis country a fesY 
yeals since, have committed fearful ravages; not lialf the space 
within the gates is noxlv inhabited; ruilled utalls and tenantless 
llouses nieet olle at every turn; notilillg flourisiles but vegetatioal, 
wilichs even in tile montlls of l)ecember and Jatiualy, i.s life and 
liasuriallt-its srintilig freshness forming a strikillt, eontrast to 
the t}cxulderilig walls around. 

Aqueducts-Extensive under-ground aqueducts stiriound tile 
town; sonle ten or tvvelse feet deep, but c}lieHy in ruins; tlxey 
reacls across tile plain tv the fovt of Atlas, ill mally cases tsenty 
miles ill extent; evidelit SigllS of a more llumerous populations 
alld fal greater cullivation of the arts 

Cemeteries*Several large cemeteries outside tile walls} both to 
tile llorth and south, but especially to tlse east of tile city is one 
upwards of a hundred acres in esSnt; war, plague, and famille 
base thickly terianted tilem. 

Gardens.-The sultan 11as three large ,rdens, of about fifl 
teell acres ill extelit, within the city, alid tssto of about t^velity 
acres each two miles distant from the walls, through all wilich 
we rode. 

Jenan erz Nil, so called fiom the abundance of water with XYIliCh 

it is supplied certainly not 011 accoulit of colitaining the prodilc- 
tiOllS Ot the country of the Nile as it lias 110 esotics wilatever** 

Jenan e1 AJi (or prosperity) destined to the use of tlse stiltanas 
Jenan el 'Ha.ssitra} remarkalxle for its filse grapes} about tuo 

miles east of tile city. 
* See Jackson's Maxocco. 
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Semelalza, about two miles to the north-west of the Ducaila 
gate; fine olive plantations; and the residence of Don Juan Badia 
durillt, his stay ill this country in 1804. 

'l lle quarters allotted to tile lJritish mission during its residence 
of a nlolltil in Malocco ̂ vas one of the sultan's gaFrdens, at the 
solitil-Xest angle of the city, called 

Sebt el Mahmonia, covering an extent of fifteen acres, plalited 
in tile ^zilderness style, ^ith every variety of fruit tree olive, 
orallge, pomegraliate, citron, mulberry, u alnut, peach, apple, 
pear, vine, &c.; with cedar, poplar, acacia, rose, myrtle, jasinin- 
foriling a luxilrialit and dense mass of foliage olily broken by the 
solemil cypress alld more stately palm, alid throut,h ullich notiling 
+as to be seell bilt the snowy peaks of Atlas rising alillost inime- 
diately al)ove ollr lseads, and the tall to^er of the principal mosque 
distalit about a qelarter of a nsile. Nought but the playfulness of 
gazelles, alid tile abundalit tricklilig of xvater ill every direction, to 
break the stililless of this delightful spot, con1billing everythilig 
to be desired ill a I)urilillz, clime, silence, shade, verdure, and 
fiagralice. But, as a contiast to the bounded siew of ollr gardell, 
the terraced roof of our house commanded a view over tile city, 
tile extensive plaill boundless to the east aud west, and tile wilole 
dahir, or belt, of the Atlas, girding, as it ^zrere, the coulitry fiom 
the solitil-west to the north-east rvith a band of snow; aIld fezv 
days prassed durillt, ollr sta) in AIarocco that we did not spelid tile 
hollrs of sunrise alid sunset gazilig on this striki]g alid beautiful 
ol)ject*, noting its masses alid peaks of SllOW, alid deploring that 
tilis mighty ranbe, combilling, ̂ vithin one day's journey, every 
variety of climate, from the torrid to the frigid zone, and otierilig 
sucl1 a field to the naturalist, the geologist, and the botanist, 
should stil! remain unexplored, and present an impassable barrier 
to civilization. 

Viezed from AIarocco, the snowy rant,e of Atlas bounds the 
11orizoll from cast to soulh-west. At tllis season of tile year, 
(Junuary, 18:3()) the transition immediate from the mooded to the 
SllO\\'y zone;-tile formatioll inclines more towards sharp ridges and 
pOilltS thals to Alpine peaks. The higllest of these points, visible 
Niom tile city, bore soulil-soutil-east, distant twent-seven miles; 
t^o other relilarkable niasses, formin,g su,ar-loaves, soutil-east by 
east all(i south-east, called by the LI!wtoors Glstoui-a high ridge 
fionl soutil to soulil-east. lt is remarkable that neitiler Moors 
nor Arabs liase ally distinguishilig name for the Atlas. It i5 

* Btlt description is not sllfficiellt. Hay)pily a very correct olltline of Atlas, a 
panuralllic viexv of tlie city sJf SIarocco, with mally other charactetistic alld spirited 
sketches ot scelery ill tllat collntly, lveri3 ma(le (llllillg ollr journey l)y a friela(l and 
intelligellt fellolv traveXlle. rX Mr. W. l1. b;lIiith, R. A. ?In(1 which sketches, it is hopedt 
will soon be maele public. 
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usually called D3abbel Te? or snowy mountains, or takes the 
name of the province or (listrict? as Djibbel Ted.la; lVjibbel 
Xgsfywa. The word Atlas is not known: whence is it derived ? 
May it not le a Greek cor}uptiorl of the Libyan or Berebber 
\\tord, Adrar, or AfEraer, signifyin? mountain?-Many of these 
heigllts mere measured trigonometrically, Otl a base of seventeen 
miles, tlle highest of whicll, named by the Moors 

Miltsin} stands ill the district called Misfywa} in latitude 
31? 12' N., 27 miles S. 20? E. of lMaroccO and was found to be 
elevell thousand four hundred feet above tlle level of the sea. 
rlthis is lJelow the limit of perpetual snow assigned by Humboldt 
(Personal Narr., vol. i., p 261 ); yet but once in twenty years 
11ad these summits been seen free from snow. 

It is more than,probable that these are 1lot the highest summits 
of the Atlas range} which will possibly be found in the province 
of Tedlan about the source of the two great rivers Oom-erbegh 
and Mulwia} whichs from the best information, appear to sprine 
from opposite sides of the sanle mountain; but this is con jecture. 
Till measured ial 1830, the height of no snowy peak of Atlas was 
ever ascertained-at least none such is on record-but there is on 
record a conjecture hazarded, as to their 11eight} by Mr. Jackson, 
alld proved, by quotations fiom Asiatic fl'ransactions, &c., to be 
correct. J ackson's statement is-s that these mountains, which 
lie south-east of Marocco, are seetl at sea twenty miles to tlxe 

estward of Mogadore and therefore at a distance of two hundred 
alld forty-five miles, and consequently must hase an elevation of 
twent-nille thousand sis hundred and ten feet*.' That these 
peaks might be visible from Mogadore, frotn which they bear east 

by south a hundred and twenty miles, is Yerv possible; but it so 
happens that the highest peak visible from Mogadore bears south- 
eu.st (true), and consequerltly must be part of the range clearly in 
sit,ht to the south-west of Maroccos and distant only seventy miles 
from that place, and certaillly infErior in height to those peaks 
south-east of thi.s city. 'rhus does a distance of two hundred and 
fortg-five miles dwind}e to seventyb and the unassuming but actual 
height of eleven thousand four hundred feet must take the place 
of the astounding elevation of twenty-nille thousand six hundred 
and ten feett ! 

On referellce to the Astronomical Jotlrnal, there appear up- 
waltds of one hundred sights for determining the longitude of the 
city. Distances between moon and sun; moon, and stars east 

* Jackson's Shabeeny, pp. 92, 3, and 4. London 1820. 
+ This is noticed to correct mistakestIlot from a desire of criticising BIr. Jackson's 

work, wbich is unquestionably the most useful on this country. I1e spoke the Occi- 
dental Arabic, or Mo'greb, fluently and without which no intimate knowledge can be 
gailled, independently of ffie m=ked contempt evinced by the Moors and Xabs for 
those who do not apeal; ffieir laagxge. 
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and west of her; and altitudes of the moon lvhell in the prime 
vertical, the mean of tlle results of whicl1 give the longitude of 
our garden at the south-west angle of the city:- 

Long. 7? 36' lV. of Greenwich. 
Lat. 3l? 37' 20" N. Mean of about 20 mer. alts. of the sun. 
Var. 20i? vesterly,] - by numerous observations by Schmalcalder's 

cotnpass. 
The remarkable stillness of the air in this p!aial must be noticed. 

hIorning and evening generally a dead calm; light winds during, 
tlle day; little or no rain, and this in the mollths of llecember 
and January; atmosphere 1lsually clear. 
Mean height of bar. at Marocco ] Inebe8- , , 

* tlvo*ars.r *ucesI Showlnz an elelJatlon of 

to mean temp of 50? Fahr. i 28i410 1450 ft. above the level 
Dec. and Jarl. is30 . . J of the sea*. 

Greatest height, Dec. 2s, 182o 28.590 Flne weather, wina N.E. 

Least do. Dec. 20 . 2S3.2,0$Rain, lvind S., cumulus 
t and l1ghtnlng ln S. W. 

Me.an temp. of Fahrenlleit's therm. in thel 56io 
shade, betsveen 6 A.M. and 6 P.^r. I 

Highest, Dec. 21, 1 s29 . . . . . 64?, ̂ ind S.W. 
Lo^ests Dec. 27 . . . . . . . . oo? at daylight, N.E. 
Highest in sun, Dec. 18 . . . . . 118? at 2 P.M. calmt. 

The illhabitants of this country may be divided into six classes 
-Moors, Arabs, Shellahs, Berebers, Jews, and lMegroes. 

The Moors, degellerate l ace of noble ancestors, are tlle descen 
dants of those urho were driven out of Spain when tlle conquest of 
Granada by FerditIalld and Isabella., and the flit,ht of Boabdil el 
Chico, put an end to the Moorish dyllasty in that country; these 
chieHy inhabit the towns, ISll the high oflices uncler government, 
and form the military; their language, tlle Mogreb, or occidental 
Arabic, intermised sith Spallish. 

The Arabs orit,inally fi om the desert, overspread tbe plaills livillg 
in tents usually pitched in a circle, hellce called :Douars, atld fol- 
lo:rint, a pastoral lifE. Whell the soil is unprodtlctive, the herbat,e 
scanty, or their tents so full of fleas and rermin that they can no 
lonoer rest in quiet they decamp and seek another spot, a spring 
of water, or a saillt's tomb ,enerally irlfluencillt, the selection. 
The Arabs ale hospitable, and when they promise may lJe trusted; 
yet, otherwise, they are great tllieves. 'rlley ale a hardy race, 
slightly made} and under the middle size; the girls, when aoul}, 

* Calculated by the table of M. Oltmanns, inserteel ill the ' Annuaire' of 1830, 
t IIl Mr. XVashingtoll's MS. a list of ascertained geogr;lphical positions within the 

empire of Marocco, with the auffionties on which they respectively rest, is here intro. 
duced, for wbich see map. 
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are pretty; the women frightfully ugly, owing to exposure and 
liard work, as all domestic duties (a vide range in this couxitry) fall 
upon them Their langtiage is the Koresh, or Arabic of the 
KoranX though much corrupted. 

Berebers and ShelM.ls inhabit the mountain range of Atlas; 
lhe former the north-eastern part, as far as the province of Tedla, 
tile latter tilelice to the soutil-west: they live ciliefly ill villages 
of llouses built of stones and mudt with slate roofs, occasionally in 
tents, and even in caves their chief occupation is that of lilints- 
men, yet they cultivate the ground and rear mally bees. 'rileir 
mode of life renders them more robust and active than their neiDh- 
bours of the plains; tiley are probably the aborigines of this 
country, direct descendsilts of Ham, and have been driven to the 
mountains by tile illcdrsions of the Arabs and Moors; their lan- 
guage has no resemblance to the Arabic, though many ̂ vords of 
that langtiage are ill common use ansong the natives. It has lont 
been a disptited point whether the Shelluh and Bereber are the 
same lanouage: Jackson, who lived many aears at Mogadore and 
Salita Cruz, declares they are not, and gives a specimen of ei^,liteen 
words ill the two lanU,uages, to silow there is not the eniallest 
resemblance. Of these eighteen words I have found five, in tsro 
different Bereber vocabularies, to be the same as in the Shelluh 
dialect.- During otir visit to the lNtlas, we wrote down from the 
mouth of a native Shelluh7 who had passed all his life there, some 
11undred nvords of that idiom. On our return home, findino that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society had lately acqtlired a tralislation 
of part of the Scriptures into one of the dialects of 1lorthern Africa, 
I applied to them, who niost liberally sho^^ed me their vocabulary, 
hich proved to be compiled from a manuscript in the 13ereler 
lanbuage; upon comparilig this with my own made among the 
Shelltlhs} I found twenty words, in common use, exactly alike} 
a catalogue of which I subjoin:- 

English. Arabic. Bereber.* Shellah. 
Bread E1 Khobs Aghroum Aghroom 
Camel Jimmel Araam Aruxne 
Call (to) Tsata Serar (imp) Ir kerah 
Dates Tatriar Tene Icayn Teene Icayn 
Dinner El-iftor Imquilli Imkelli 
Eat (to) Skal En-nitch Ai-nish 

$ My authorities for the BereberJ are ' Hvdgson on the Berebber Language,' ptlb 
lished in the American Philosophical Transactions, sol. iv., and another compiled by a 
lRrenchman, long resillent at Algiers, t believe m. Venture. See Ap)endix to 
Lallgles' French Translation of Hornemann's Travels. 

When these papers were read before the Society, it wa9 asserted that these l.an- 
guages were not alike; in the conversation that atuse after the reading was finisheel 
a contrary opinion was sxpressed, and it was ixItimated that Mr. Barrow (uho is of the 
highest authority in any point connected with Africa) thought diffierently} upou wbic}z 
further inqiity was madethe result 4 givea above. 
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EnplisA Aratic BerGber. ShelSh. 
Eves Avun Allen Alen 
:Peet Rijlain Etarran Itlarn 
Giveme Ara Efikie Fikillie 
Honey Asel Tamenb Tamint 
hIan Rajel Erghaz Argaz 
A1ountain Jebel Addrar Adderar 
lVlorning S'bagll Zik Zik 
Nose Anf Thiniarth Tinzah 
Slaxre Elabd Isimgham Issemgjh 
Sultan Sllltan Aghoullid Aglid 
To morrow Elc,ad Ezakkah Azgah 
AVater Elms Aman Aman 
Village Dshar Theddert Thedderth 
lVoman l\Iurrah Temthoalt Tamtoot 
Year Sanat Esougfls Acsougaz 

ttllese two languages cannot be very dissimilar, in fsct I have 
little doubt that they are dialecS of the same; furtllel exanlination 
is necessary, and a kllowled^,e of the circllmstances llnder which tlle 
translation as fornled; but if, as I strollgly suspect to l)e the 
case, a vocabulury derined fiom i llative of olle of the Kebyles 
or clans, !hich inhabit Atlas soutll-east of AIgier5 alld that fiom 
a nStine of the mountains south of lSfarocco, prove to be the sathe 
we slsall have obtailled a key to a langllaC,e spohen throllahotltthe 
tnighty rallC,e of Atlas, and extendinz, frolll Baheereh on the banks 
of the Nile, to Cape Nooll on the Atlantic Ocean, a distance of 
more thall tmo tllotl.sand miles; nay moret there is every reason to 
believe that the Bereber is the native idiom of all nortllern Africa > 
it is the laloguage of the Mozabies g the Wadregans; the \Vur- 
gelans; tlle Tuaryks; and Bereber words may be traced on the 
confines of Egypt arld Abyssinia. 

Jelus are ill this COtillt RS elsewileret a living proof of the literal 
fulfilment oftllat propkecy delivered more than three thousand years 
ago,-' Lot the people shall idwell alone and shall not be reckoned 
alnong tlle nations,'- Numbers sxiii. 9; and althollgh ignorant of 
the existence of such a command, the Moors have strictly and lite- 
rally conlplied with it, obliging them to live in a particulat qtlarter of 
tlleir cities ttle Jews are a very numerous and serviceable body; 
they are the chief mecllanics iliterpretersX &cw and the medialtn 
tlllougll hicll a11 commerciaI bllsiness is carried on vith lZuro- 
peatls; they ale also obliged to submit to the most mellial offices, 
as servallts, porterst scavent,ers, &c Despised alld illstalted by 
the Moorst ssllom they cheat on all occasiolls, they have 1lo redresst 
but nlllst submit to be abused, strltek, nny, to be stolled by a 
inusstl1ll3all child, at,ainst shonl, if a Jew lift up lis halld, he nill 
sllfallilJly lose it; if passillg a mosque, he must take off 1lis slip- 
per,; if he meet any of the emperors household, eren tlle old 
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negresses, the late imperial concubines, the Jew must doff lsis 
slippers, and stand close to the wall till thev pass; to such a state 
of degradation are the people chosen of God, the descealdants of 
Abraham, brought in this coulltry. Yet such persons are our 
official interpreters nay more our consular agellts; as for repeat- 
il a nlessage on terms of equality to an emperor, or a spirited 
remollstrance if necessury, they dare not for their lives. 'rhe 

Negroes, who are not very numerous, are slaves, and here, as 
itl more civilized countries, are articles of traffic; yet they some- 
times reach statiou3 of great importance, and gaill their freedom; 
alld thus even ill benighted, barbarian Africa, tllat foulest stain o 
a nation's fime- is not half so black as in enlightened, Christiall 
Europe:-the net,ro's character stands high for fidelity, the 
sullal1's body-gllard, tbe only standing arIny, is chiefly composed 
of these: it is now not above five thousand stron,,; but under 
Muley Ishmael is said to have reached one hundred thousand. The 

Government of tllis countra i.s absolutely despotic; the sultan 
is the head of the church and state, which are inseparable; Mo- 
hamllledanisnl is their 

Religion, and some of its bi,,oted tenets are rigidly enforced by 
the present possessor of the throne; in their religious duties, such 
as prescribed prayers, ablutions, &c., the Moors are very strict, 
even oll a journey; they look on Christians as of no religion, alld 
not without reason, since at Tangier, the residence of the European 
ancl American corps diplomatique, comprisillg ten or twelve COI1- 

suls, itll their attachEs and dependalltsS there is but one Roman 
Catholic priest (Spanish it is believed); the sis Protestant repre- 
sentatives, and their families, have not e^en the shadovv of a mi- 
nister of relit,ion. Their 

Laws, the vwill of a despot, wllo in tlle capital adlllillisters jus- 
tice ill person; in the provinces tlle kalifa or bashaw faithfully 
copies tlie despotism of his imperial master; yet judgmellt is 
generally correct, and alrays prompt; the rulint, principle appears 
to be keep the people poor, and tlley will 1lot rebel. The 

Reventee is derived from taxes paid in kitld, olle-tenth of corll, 
alld one-twetltieth of cattle; a capitation-tax on all Jeus, alld 
filles on districts where crimes have beetl comnlitted; but the 
revenlle is uncertain, nay oflen must be levied by force from some 
of tlse Aralv tribes; the whole may anzollnt to a alillion sterling. The 

J+litary are a sort of militia called out when required; they 
receive no pay, bllt are furnished vith a horseX and, whell those of 
the plovinces visit the capital, with a triflillg present. The only 
staaldint,-army is the sultaas's bod-guard, bebre mentiolled; all 
tlle soldiers carly lollg muskets, whicll they use with great dexterity, 
firing at full ,allop; they are hardy, sleeping usually on the ground 
wYithoiit any extra covering, even ill cold vet nights; but tbey are 
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not formidarble, as they have no iidea of the advantage of moving -in 
masses; if their- first charge is not decisive they must be easily 
routed; mally d them are good marksmen; the management of 
artillery in the field is beyond their comprehension. Tlle 

Education of theb Drouth is collfined to learning the Korarn, 
which they are taught by rote in the schools, and the management 
vf a horse andfirewarms. 

Music is almost unknown; a rude pipe and more barbarous 
drum are in use, but-after listening a long time no pretensions to 
harmony could be discovered, except amont, the Shel7;h moun- 
taineers whose songs we:-e plailltive and pleasing. 

The Moors are generally a fine looking race of men} of the middle 
stature, though at {irst sight their loose fiowing dress gives tllem the 
appearance of large men; after middle age they become corpulent, 
both nlen alld women, owing to their inactive life. They have 
usually good teeth; complexion of all shades, owing to their inter- 
coulse with the net,roes, alld we remarked the darker the colour 
gellerally the finer men, and more determined characters; the 
women, who are pretty when young, blackeLl their eye-lashes and 
eye-brows with al Acahol, (lead ore,) and stain the tips of their 
fin;,ers (as do also some of the mell, the fops of this country it is 
presumed) with 'hhenna, which is far from adding to their beauty, 
beint, of a deep orange colour. The 

I)ress of the Moors is picturesque and graceful; a shirt, with 
large sleeves, and drawers of ample dimensions, of white linen, 
over nvhich by many is worn a kaftan, with short sleeves, buttoned 
to the shape, of bright yellow, or light blue cloth; a many- 
coloured silk sash round the waist, over this a white 

Haick, a long light woollen, cotton, or silk mantle, worn as the 
Ptonzan to,,a, and at times a sort of cloak, with a hood, called a 

Stllham, of blue, yet more gellerally of white casimere; a 
3ed cap, round which is woulld some white muslin so as to form 
a turl)an, and slippers or boots of yellow Marocco leather; the 

6liCk iS xvorn by women as well as mell, often the only garment, 
alld at times so fine as to be transparent; the svomen always wear 
red slippels, and neither men llor women wear stockings. A 

Jellctbza is a coarse serviceable garment, made of wrorsted, and 
worn by the poorer people, and cannot be better represented thall 
by lllaking a hole in the bottom of a sack for the head, and cutting 
the lovver corners oS for arln-holes. 

The Jews are not allowed to wear colours; a black borrzoos, 
black cap, and black slippers, mark their degradation. 

The usual food throughout the country is a dish called Kvscasu, 
composed of mutton or fowls stewed with a few vegetables, 
served vIp ill a large flat earthenware pan, filled to overflowing mith 
graululated paste forming a savoury and nutrltious dish; this is 
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placed on the ground, rolind which sit cross-legged half-a-dozen 
persons; chairs, tables, knives, forks, spoons, and plates, are 
superfluities unkilowil. 

CoSee is not used. Tea very generally; at all hours of the 
daJ, it is presented to visiters, otherwise water is the ovIly beverage. 

The Moors do not smoke tobacco, but take a great deal of 
snuS; they occasionally smoke the leaves of the Hashasha (or 
hemp-plant)J which appears to have much the soothing quality of 
opium, producing pleasing intoxication; they also make a sort of 
confection of the seed of this plant, called Keef, which has the 
same properties, and to the use of which they are much addicted. 

The characteristics of the Moor are idleness, apathy, pride, 
igrzorance, and sensuality-thotigh living in the most deplorable 
state of ignorance they look with contempt oll all others, termin, 
them barbarialis. Their bigotry, too, is e2icessive; on our journey 
to Marocco a party of travellers that we met, after saluting tile 
chief of our escort, said to him, ' God preserve you from the con- 
tamination of the E(affirs.' On such occasions it is brought home 
to us with double force, how thalikful should we Europealls be for 
the blessecl light of Christianity. The sensuality of the Moors 
kllows no bounds; the laws of nature calmot restrain it; the con- 
stant and oftell repeated application to the medical officer 8 attached 
to the missioll was for stimulating drugs and cordials, even after 
their ncjxious qualities were pointed out;-decrepid old men, with 
one foot in the grave, mTould have given half their fortune fol a few 
hours of invigorated youtb. The day is usually lounged away in 
idlelless:-except for the military exercise of Lab eZ Barod (literally 
playillg powder), which consists in charging at full gallop, firing 
their guns, and stopping short, tney seldom rnove from their 
lethargic state of apathy or drowsiness; yet svith these vices they 
are hospitable alid possessed of great fortitude under misfortulle; 
s Allah bra," God made it so,' is their SUppOl't under all afflictions. 
The people are benerally healthy and long lived; the climate is 
unquestionably good, ret leprosy, ophthaltnia, elephantiasis, hyciro- 
cele, and the venereal disease, are not uncommon; their remedie3 
are simple, their whole materia meelica consi3ting in a few herbs; 
but the dreadful scourge of this country, the plague, visits them 
nearly every twelity years, nor will they be induced to take any 
precautiops against it. 

Locusts also commit fearful ravages, occasionally devouring 
every green leaf, and leaving the ground over which they have 
pasoed absolutely bairen. But the plide of the Moor is his 

Horse, and often, ilideed, it is an animal of great beauty; has 
* Mr. Williams, R.A., who, by his readiness to give advice alld assistance to the 

natives on all occasiolls, kept them in good humonr, and was enabled to obtain much 
information. 
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tnore stuffin him than the Andalusian jennet, plobably owing to 
finer pasturage; his action and shape also diffier; he does not 
raise his feet so high and advances more; neitller does he paces 
but his usual step is a long walk; nor slip in hi3 quarter.s as tlle 
Spanish horse; and is sure footed even when galloplng over rollgl 
groundX as we often proved hunting both wild boal alld gazelles 
rRlle horses usually stalld from fourteen to fifteen hands high, 
of every colour; the most beautiful we remarked nvere chesnut 
and black, though the latter not common; flowing mane and tailsfi 
which they never dock, but when young shave the tai}? giving it an 
alesurd appearance; we measured the mane of a chestut horse two 
feet and a halflongthe tail sweeping the groulld i theyseldom begin 
to ride them till four years old, nor do they ride the mares. In 
tlle interior of the countly a good horse Inay sometimes be bought 
for one hundred Spanish dollars (twenty guineas), though witll 
difficulty, and cannot be exported without an order from the 
emperor. 011 a journey the Barbary horse starts unfed and with- 
out xvater; at the end of it is piquetecl, unbridled, never Ull- 

saddled; gieren as much water as he can drillk} then barley and 
broken straw thrown down on tlle groulld as far before him as l)e 
can reach by stretching out his neck: tllus he ralely or neYer lies 

down, nor gets any sleep yet is very spirited; broken wind is 
rare; they are often tex}der footed} and much shaken in ths 
shoulders from the sllddeu stop, even at full gallop,, which is con- 
stantly practised. 

T}le audiellce wilh the sultan;-tlle interchange of presents,- 
namely our choicest work3 of art such as chronometers and 
telescopes, for the fiercest beasts of nature as tigers, hyzenas, 
wolves,-the honours paid to the British mission, 8;c. fall not 
within the limits of a geographical sketch.-To proceed then to 
the Atlas. 

January 7} 1830. 
Bade adieu to our earthly paradise the garden of El Mahmc*?lzes 

and journeyed across the plain, in a south-east direction, tomards 
the Atle; soil, lighty sandy loams covered with rolled stones,, 
and shrubs of the buckthorn and tirnet (resembling a gooseberry 
bush) several brooks of waterf fringed with oleanders > large 
plantations of olives, and ruined aqlleducts crosslllg tlle plaill In 
various directiolls. At sixteen miles entered a valley of the Atlas, 
winding in a south direction, and followillg the collrse of a moalu- 
tain torrent; eocamped for the night about two thous?lnd follr 
htllldred feet abose the level of the sea.? and one thollsand feet 
:bove the plaill} commallding a splendicl view of the city tlle whole 
plain of Marocco, and the winding of the river,, losing itself in the 
western horizoll. 

This content downloaded from 192.167.140.2 on Wed, 4 Dec 2013 16:41:10 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


148 Geographtcal Notice of the Empire of Marocca. 

January 8. 
At daylight, struck our tents, and set forward by a sharp ascent 

a brawling torrent in the valley below U8; itS banks well wooded 
with olive., carooba*, walnut, acacia, cedar the finest timber we 
had yet seen in the country though not very/large-and profusion of 
oleanders, stunted palms and rose-trees; cheered and enlivened on 
our march by the shouts of the Shellah huntsmen, re-echoed froin 
rock to rock, in their endeavours to rouse the game; each turn of 
the road disclosing fresh beauties in tile valley, and a more bound- 
less view of the plain and city of Marocco, its various mosques 
glittering in the morning sun; basis of load, limestone; soil, stiff 
clay; stony; boulders of limestone, sandstone, agate, flint, por- 
phyry, gneiss, greenstone, and corneliau; on brow of hill a range 
of limestone, fissures vertical, resembling a pile of gigantic tomb- 
stones, artificially placed; passed several villages, perched in the 
most romantic situations, and inhabited by the free Shellahs, the 
aborigines of these mountains. 

After about three hours' ascent, the paths becoming narrow 
and intricate, we dismounted, left our Moorish escort, and put 
ourselves under the guidance of the Shelluh moulltaineers our 
only directions, pointing to the snowy peaks above our heads; 
still ascending through a forest of carooba, olive, cedar, walnut, 
&c., overrun by wild vines, and the hop-plant in great luxuriance; 
the scenely now becoming truly romantic; abrupt, sterile, sand- 
stone mountains rising oll each side of us; the valley, not a quarter 
of a mile broad, through which rushed a brawling torrent five 
hundred feet below U8, with the mountain path at times on tlle 

vely brink of the precipice, while, before us, the snowy peaks 
appeared to recede as we climbed. 

At noon, halted on the summit of a conical schistose hill, much 
decomposed at surface; strata, east and west; dip, 30? north- 
east, for a meridional observation, which gave our latitude 31? 
251z' N.,-the first ever perhaps taken in the Atlas. Our baro- 
meters here showed four thousand six hundred feet above the sea. 

While making our observations we were surroulided by the 
native Shellahs, who gazed with astonishment at our persons- ollr 
dress, particularly the gitt buttons; they silently looked at the 
compass, the spy-glass, the barometer, as things far beyond lheir 
comprehension; but when the quicksilver was poured out for an 
artificial horizol they burst out into an exclamatioll of miligled 
astonishment and admiration, butno incivility, no rudeness: the 
contrast lvetweell the apathy of the Moors and the intelligence and 
curiosity of these prianitive mountaineersf is striking; they liave an 
air of freedom about them uliknown ill the plains; well-formed 
athletic men, not tall, not marked features, and light complexions. 

gn | _ . 

* A1 barob, i. e, ceratonia siliqlwa. 
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Goitre is unknown among them; their language unintelligible to 
our intewreXr, nor, generally speaking, did they understand 
Arabic. We conversed through the medium of the scheik of 
the Jews residing in this valley, and obtained correctly some hun- 
dred words of their language; they dwell in bcottages, built of 
rough stones and mud, with slightly sloping slate roofs; their 
chief occupation is hunting mix very little nrith the Arabs and 
Moon of the plain; wllerever their valley afforded a spot sf 
ground it mtas enclosed and cultivated; to uss they were hospitable 
and generous In each village are many Jewish families, mho 
have fled hither to avoid the degradation and tawation to wllich 
they are liable in tlle cities; this valley contains ten villages, 
betweell four and five thousand illhabitants, one-burth of wbich 
are Jews Saltpetre is fOund here, and good gunpowder made. 
Copper-mines are said to have been mtorked at the tIpper end of 
the valley. How little is known of the central recesses of the 
Atlas ! Doubtless these valleys are all inhabited by a race of men 
probably as unmixed as any existing, of whom nothing is known, 
Ilardly even a few words of thelr language ! Here 1S a field for 
an inquiring mind 

But to proceed: fbr two more hours cotltinued ascending; ground 
covered with scanty herbage and stunted cedar; reached the limit of 
snow, and continued some distallce abovet till finding the thawilog 
snow givino way under our feety and our guides declaring thg would 
no longer accompany us} ̂ ve reluctant}y halted, a}ld gazed on the 
highest peaks, still far beyond our reacll, the space between us and 
them oIle mass of ulltrodden snow, Our baroxaleter here showed 
an elevation of six thousand four hundred feet. The mountain 
an which ute stood was of hard red sand stone strata, running 
in an east alld west direction} dip 10? south; we had ffius ollly 
passed liInestone$ micaCcous schist} and sandstone? only transition 
and secolldary rocks; no traces of the primitive, except a boulder 

* T}1;s formationy it i8 believed, is of secondwy limedone, and probably i8 ne 
rally diffused throughout t}^ skirts of the Atlas, forming the basis of all ffie [owe 

ranges of the mountains to the height, perhaps, of three or fiour thousand feet. Of 
marBle we saw nothing in our journey, except in some of the buildings in PJarocco; 
and after much inquirS could not decide, firom the ignorance or apathy of the Mwrs, 
wheuce it came,, but it is believed from Italy. The great ciumns aIld pillars o? 
white marble yet existing in this collntry are between Bax and Mekine2i and descnlxed 
;" the ruins of a twiumphal arch and temple h but of rossozntico and other ancient 
marbles, whi have been, histoneally, almost proved to hare come from Mauritania, 
we could hear nothing. 

Of ti age of Atlas it would be difficult to form a conjecture * but if the very plab 
sibl? theory of M. Elie de Beaumollt be correct, Atlas is of later date than the rallge 
of ErzgelJirr in Saszony and the Gote d'or in Burguxldy,-than the Pyrexlees and the 
Apetluines}-than the gipntic Mont; Blanc and the south-western hlps anal probably 
coeval with Mont Gotharll and the ceutrall AlpsX the Gaucastls, the Balkan alld tlle 
mighty raxlge of lIitnaleh in Asia,tbat iss ju(lging from the Alps ill Switzerlall(l o? 
a compgatively recent dafe} or eleYated 8ilace the deposition of both secondary aud 
Xrtiary strata, 
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Of grallite or rather of gneiss in the valley below, and veins of foli- 
ated quartz in the schistose hills; besides, the tendency of the 
formation is to table-land, ridges, and tounded sumnsits, not to 

sharp or Alpine peaks; neither did sve on our route through the 
country see any trace of volcanic agency, nor i8 there anything in 
the outline of Atlas indicating the former exBtence of a crater. 
Returned to our camp at night. 

January 9. 
On a hill fire hundred feet above our camp are ruins of a city, 

now called Tassremoot, apparently of great e}tent; walls of 
unhewn limestone alld mortar, baths, vaults, &c. All the infor- 
mation sve could gaill from the natives was, that it was formerly a 
Christian or Roman city, and tradition attaches to it the sanle tale 
as tbat of the taking of Troy, which, substituting mules laden Witl 
treasure, for the wooden horse, was distinctly related to us by a 
Shell?ih huntsman, who, pointing to a certaill spof in Sthe wall, 
said, ' And there stood Bab el 'GAraddarw' or ' traitor's gate,' 
which name it bears to this day ! 

January 10. 
After three nights spent in the Atlas, at dawrn of the following 

day began to descend on c)ur return to the plain; passed a basill 
formed by hills about five hundred feet in height, presenting a 
remarkable appearance; strata of limve running north-east and 
south-west. dip about 70? to south-easts and which, following the 
undulation of the hills, gave to the north-west slope the resem- 
blance of a series of crescents rising one above another. Again 
reach the regionsofpalm, oleanders, rose-trees, &c.; on gaining 
the plain turn east north-east, along the foot of a range of hills 
called the 

Arina range, which presents a striking feature even as seen 
from Marocco; basis of lime; strata east alld west, dip 20? to 
the south-east; its north-western face precipitous, five hundred 
feet high, and deeply channelled with water-courses and havillg 
dark red clay, possibly metallic, between the strata of lime. Road 
turlls north across the plain; soil light clay; ground conered Mtiti 

cornelians agates} &c; traversing numerous streamlets gushing 
from all the vallies of the Atlas; their margins rife with vegeta- 
tion; ClOSS the river Tensift, and lose sight of the tall tower of 
the mosque of El Kootabza which, towerillg as a liq,ht-house far 
above the level line of verdure formed by the tops of the palm-trees 
around Marocco, had hitherto been our beacon across the plain. 
Encamped close under the eastern extremity of the schistose range 
of hills, forming the northern limit of the plains and at the source 
of the river Tensift. The schistose hills, varyirlg from five to eight 
hundred feet in height., agaume every variety of shape; truncatgd 
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cones, pyramidal, pine-apple, sugar-loaf, &c.; one of which was 
covered with masses of gneiss, or coarse-grained granite, abounding 
with black mica; many of these blocks were several tons weight. 
How got they there ? If ^,ranite, tle nearest granite mountains are 
at the distance of twenty-five or thirty miles. Call they be boul- 
ders ? They hid rather the appearance of rougllly quarried masses 
of four or five feet square. 

Jclnuary 11, 12, 13. 

Left the plain of Marocco, alld, striking through the schistose 
hills, again came on the extended plain which we had crossed forty 
miles to the westward, on our journey to the capital; soil? fine 
loam; irrigated and well cultivated; a three days' journey of 
about fifty miles in a north-rsorth-east direction, over this great 
plain, brought us to the banks of the river 

Oom-erbegh, at the ford called Meshra el 'KhatEuf, or ford of 
wild boar, many of which we hunted and killed during our day's 
journey; the river here is not rapid; about olle hundred and fifty 
yards broad, alld fordable; it flows through banks of deep soil. 
During these fifty miles passed but twelve Arab ellcampmellts, 
alld six saints' toulbs; much less population, but which may be 
accoullted for by the land being destined to pasturage; herds of 
cattle, flocks of sheep and goats. 

January 15 to 21. 
A journey of seventy miles across a series of plains, ill a north- 

west direction, brings the traveller from the banks of the Oom- 
erbegh to the sea coast at Fidallah; the former part of the plain 
gravelly; a palmetto desert, but tlle latter part a fine rich soil; 
thinly peopled and little cultivation; but as the spring in this 
clilllate draws on, nature teelns with life; the grollnd rich in bulbs, 
fowers, &c", enamelled as a carpet with iris, crocus, ciaffodil, nar- 
cissus, lotus, lupins, Afiicall narigolds, &c., in full bloom; that 
gigantic annual also, the gum ammolliac plantn like fennel, already 
putting forth its shoots and feathery leaves. Thirty-three Arab 
ellcampments and twenty saints' tombs passed in five days' journey. 

At twenty miles north of the Oom-erbegh, ellcamped at a spot 
wllich still beals the name of 

KaisK4r name and tradition agree in pointing out this spot as 
of ancient times. AVe traced the foundation of a building whose 
north side was two hundred and fifty paces long; roulld towers at 
the corners; walls five feet thick, of rough ullhewn limestone and 
mortar, but level with the grollnd; other foundations are visible 
to a great extent i a well and conduits leadillg to the spring. The 
writer has ,reat pleasure in being able to give the remarks on this 
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station, of a very intelligent friend, (to whose kindness* he is ill- 
debted for having accompanied this misXsion,) aud svhose opinion 
as an antiquary and an acute observer, is valuable.; ' No COillS 

' could be produced, although their weight in gold was oXered; 
' still it was asserted that many had been found; that tbis has been 
' a Mauritanian or Roman station is not improbable; extensive 
' ruins certainly exist, near a fine spring of water, in a rich cora 
' plain, and about half way between the present cities o f Fas and 
' Marocco, in nearly a direct line, and a very probable situation 
' for a connecting station between those two ciiies, or whatever 
' existed on their sites. On the following day about twelve uliles 
' north of this spot, remarked se+7eral tumuli; on riding up to 
s examine, found two of them circular, about twenty feet high, and 
' one hundred feet in diameter, and one long barroxv; on ques- 
' tiolling the peasants who were ploughing the ground at their 
' base, and inquiring whether there were ally ruins near here, 
' they replied, " that a city, called Carisl, had sunk into the 
' ground; that many well built wel]s were in the neighbourhood; 
' that coins had been found which they described as of brass, of 
' the size of a Spanish dollar, and an inscription of straight sticks 
' and dots." Can this be other than the Roman denarius ?' 

The Jewish Rabbi, Shalom Ezzowi, who lies buried at Kaisar, 
is said to have been one who escaped from tbe destruction of Je- 
rusalem by Titus, and as such was rendered due homage by the 
Rabbi and .lews of our party. 

Halted for two days hunting in a fine open country at the 
Kassbah dex Zettat, a walled square of two hundred and fifty 

paces, containing about five hundred inhabitants, Moors and Jews. 
In one morning's sport, roused alid hunted nine wild boars, several 
foxes, hares, &c. Gradually descending from the immense plains 
of Ducailu, till we reach their westeril limit, and again hear the 
we]come roarilig of the Atlalitic, which e had lost sit,ht of for 
seven weeks, and arrive on the sea-coast, close to Fidallcth; retrace 
our old road by Kabatf, Mehedza, &c., till we reach the llorther 
end of the gleat lake, whell we continue northwards, passinz, 
through a small forest of cork, which is named after 

l)ar e! IRrisi, and along the eastern margin of the small lake 
Muley Buselham; soil light sandy loam, richly covered 

with herbage; passed twelve Arab camps; eight saints' tombs 
to-day. 

* As also to that of Sir Thomas Fellowes, C.B., Captain of his Majesty's ship 
Dartmouth, who kindly took upon himself the responsibllity of giving him leave of 
absence from this ship then lying in Gibraltar Bay * nor is the writer ullmilltlful of 
the cheerfulness with which his l)rother officers volurlteered to do his share of dtlty 
xvhile he was wanderinO in Africa. 
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January 30. 
Twelve miles in a north direction, over rather a sandy soil, little 

cultivated, and skirting the cork forest of El Araish, about two 
leagues in extellt, brings us to the town of 

El Araish situated on an abrupt declivity of sandstonen on 
the southern bank- of the river El Kos, at its outlet into tlle 
Atlantic; the town utalled; a ditch on the land side, and crowned 
by a citadel; its sea-defences also are strong; a battely of thirteen 
guns half a mile west of ethe town, and a venerable ca.stle, with 
concave flanks and orillonsv at the enttance of the river. This 
tOWIl iS a picturesque ruin; Christiau foundations desecrated by 
Moslem superstructures; the principal mosque was a Roman 
Catholic Church. Here was formerly the residence of the Euro- 
peaIr consuls alld their deserted houses still line the Marina, 
commandillg a fine view of the port and of the Atlantic; the 
town is fast falling to decay; population may be four thousand, 
including Jews; some little commerce in charcoal, &c.; supplies 
a,bundant; a fine spring of water on the northern shore, very con- 
venient for waterinb shipping. The river 

El Kos, signifying a bow, and so named from its windings, 
may be traced through a beautiful valley far away to the east- 
ward; its banks fertile, with many gardens, which fully justify 
the name of the towns ' El Arats,' signifying ' the Flower 
Garden;' an inscription over the walls, on the sea-gate, which 
we decyphered with some trouble, testifies that this place was 
takell from the Moors, and fortified by the Spaniards in 1610. 
A bar of salld lies in a N. by E., S. by W. directioll, about two 
cables length from the pOillt of the river, alld on vthich are six- 
teen feet water, on spring tides, but within is a fair port for 
frigates, about three quarters of a mile long, by a quarter broad, 
formed by the last winding or sea-reach of the river. Here were 
lying the two Moorisk eighteen gun brigs of war, the sultan's 
navy, which the Austrians attempted to burn in June, 1829, ancl, 
as is well known, failed, from r,ross ignorance of seamanship and 
gunnery; they suffered seYerely:-we walked over the field of 
leattle a sandy point, under which twent-six of their bodies lie 
buried; their heads were paraded for a short time ols the line 
wall, then pickled and sent to the sultan; many of their bodies 
uere impaled, and the Moors amused themselve.s by practisinO 
ball-firing at them as targets ! 

February 1. 
Leavin El Jraish, road continues for ten miles along the 

beach; crossing ten streams running into the sea; hills at a 
quarter of a mile distant, varying frolIl tllree to four llulldred feet 
high, covered with herbage;-little wood. At six miles reach a 
-bluff projecting cliS, named 
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